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Surg Unit

Allied Health Co-Signature Requirements Have Changed

The medical staff bylaws have just gone through a revision process that has now been officially approved by the medical 
staff. See the Allied Health Co-Signature requirements and changes below. 
5.8 CO-SIGNATURE OF HOUSE OFFICER OR ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONAL ENTRIES:
 5.8-1 Physician Assistants.  All discharge summaries and certifications for transfer of a patient to another 
hospital prepared by a physician’s assistant must be signed by the physicians assistant’s supervising Member. 
 5.8-2  Other AHPs and House Officers.  All orders, discharge summaries, and certifications for transfer of a 
patient to another hospital prepared by a House Officer or AHP, excluding physician assistants, must be co-signed by the 
House Officer’s or AHP’s supervising Member.
 5.9-3 Member Students. All entries of a medical student in the medical chart must be countersigned by a 
supervising House Officer or Member.

We have started Physician Fridays at the Harrison physician lounge, first floor, From 10-12 noon. You can come in to ask 
questions or get assistance.
REMINDER: Always be sure to check your Epic In-basket for updates and other information.

In an effort to get information to you in a more timely fashion, we will begin distributing the Physician News Brief 
electronically. To ensure that our e-mail database is accurate and up to date, we are in the process of sending requests 
for your preferred email address to use for delivery of the Physician News Brief. If you should choose not to receive the 
electronic copy, please send the appropriate mailing information to Jo Ellsworth, administrative assistant, Medical Affairs 
Office, Room 1EA-230, Cooper Campus. Physical copies of the Physician News Brief will continue to be distributed in all 
Physician Lounges. Thank you for your cooperation.

Physician News Brief Delivery To Change

Writing Notes in Epic

Mark Your Calendar for Physician Fridays

It is important when creating a note in Epic to choose the correct note type. In many instances H&Ps, Consults, etc. are 
being done in Progress Notes (PN) where HIM cannot track deficiencies if the wrong note type is used.

HRO is a Priority

Physicians are a crucial piece of the puzzle in making Covenant HealthCare a High Reliability Organization. A High 
Reliability Organization (HRO) is able to sustain high levels of excellence when it comes to patient safety. An HRO 
organization encourages awareness, recognition and reporting of patient safety issues or events - with actions aimed at 
eliminating or decreasing the potential for future similar events. 
Patient safety has been listed as an “organizational priority” by Dr. John Kosanovich, a Covenant VP and CEO of the 
Covenant Medical Group and physicians can expect to hear more in the near future about Covenant and HRO training.


